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Within a week not one winnowing machine throughout
the entire district was left with a sieve. The women carried
everything of use and of no use into the village Soviets ; the
lads of the villages where battles had occurred dug the shot
out of the walls, and rummaged in the ground in search of
pieces of shell. But even in this activity there was not
complete unity: certain of the poorer women who did not
wish to deprive themselves of their last household utensils
were arrested and sent to Vieshenska for being " sympathetic
to the Reds." In Tatarsk the rich old cossacks beat one
younger cossack, returned from his regiment, until the blood
came, because he uttered aloud the one incautious remark :
" Let the rich spoil their winnowing machines. Maybe
theyVe got reason to fear the Reds more than ruin."
The stocks of lead were melted down in the Vieshenska
workshop, but the finished bullets lacked nickel casings, and
they also melted. When the rifles were fired the leaden
'bullets flew half melted from the barrel, but they were
effective only over a distance of three hundred yards.
Nevertheless, the wounds inflicted by them were terrible.
The 35,000 insurgents were divided into five divisions and
a sixth special brigade. Gregor Melekhov was* put in com-
mand of the first division, which lay along the river Chira.
His section of the front bore the brunt of the attack of Red
detachments brought back from the main Donietz line, but
he succeeded not only in repulsing the pressure of the enemy,
but in assisting the less reliable second division with cavalry
and infantry reinforcements.
The rising failed to spread northward as far as the
Khopersk and Ust-Miedviedietz districts, although they
were in a ferment and messengers came from them asking
for forces to be flung in the direction of the Buzuluk and the
upper reaches of the Khoper in order to raise the cossacks.
The cossack command could not resolve on an advance
beyond the limits of the Upper Don region, knowing that
the great mass of the Khopersk cossacks supported the
Soviet regime and would not take up arms against it. Nor
did the messengers inspire confidence, for they had to admit
[that the cossacks discontented with the Reds did not
number so very many, that the officers left behind in quiet
corners of the districts were all in hiding, the frontline men
* were either at home or already in the Red forces, and the